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Sess ion  6  – POST-PANDEMIC  

CHALLENGES

B Y  B A B A K  A B B A S Z A D E H ,  P R E S I D E N T  A N D  C E O

A S S A L  M A Y  2 0 2 3
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Pandemic, Disruptions and Uncertainties

COVID-19
accelerated pre-existing 

conditions, disruptions, and 
other trends  

Transition economy/stranded 
assets

Increased 
commitment to 
address climate 

change/ green finance Rising inequality drives greater 
demand for diversity/ inclusion

Rapid adoption of 
digital technology

Unprecedented levels 
of national debt

NEW NORMAL
opportunities and challenges 

Political instability

Changing financial/insurance  
sector landscape



Uso Interno

Toronto Centre Pandemic Support 

Offerings

Early provider of virtual interactive live courses

Business Continuity Planning

Communities of Practice 

Webinars, Podcasts

Virtual Supervisory Guidance Assistance

Publications
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“The Perfect Storm” – Stressful to be a supervisor in these 
turbulent times

Especially tough for 
developing countries (erasing 

economic gains to date)

Survival mode: 
Raging pandemic

“every country for itself”

Challenge of preparing supervisors to 
lead in turbulent times and to invest in 

crisis preparedness to help their 
countries achieve sustainable economic 

growth and poverty reduction

Fiscally constrained 
governments

NEW NORMAL
Stress, mental 

health and 
crowd phobia  

Fed up! Erosion of public confidence in 
governments

Uneven vaccine rollout/variants

Uncertainty 
about the 
stability of 

global order

ONGOING 
TURBULENCE
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Crisis Preparedness

2 0 0 8 2 0 2 3

Toronto Centre began 

running crisis 

simulation programs

To date, Toronto Centre has run 

over 130 
crisis simulation programs

NATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL 

PROGRAMS

BANKING, PENSIONS, 
INSURANCE SECURITIES

& cross-sectoral

FOUNDATIONAL OR 
CUSTOMIZED 
SIMULATIONS 

NATIONAL/REGIONAL

PART OF PRACTICAL, 
INTERACTIVE 

TRAINING
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