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Definition of terrorism acts for indemnification purpose in OECD countries
	Country
	Status of definition of terrorism
	Aim of terrorist act
	Identification of authors/people behind the act
	Means used
	Targets



	Austria
	Industry definition


	Intention or effect: to influence the government or put the public or any section of the public in fear. 
	Terrorist organisations or individuals 

NB: Standard policy conditions for property and loss insurance excludes inter alia damages incurred as a consequence of acts of violence committed by (political or) terrorist organisation (not defined). Such damage can only be covered through a special agreement. 


	Act or threat of violence
	Human life, tangible or intangible property or infrastructure 

	Belgium
	Royal Decree on simple fire risks: terrorism (or sabotage) defined as a sub‑division of the attack


	Ideological, political and social aims: either to impress the public and create a climate of insecurity (terrorism), or to hinder the movement or normal functioning of a service or enterprise (sabotage)
	Individual or group
	Action organised clandestinely
	Attacks on people or destruction of goods

	Czech Republic
	Internal definition of the office of the State Supervision in Insurance and Pension Funds
	Claiming the views and will of an individual or a group of people with the aim to overpower individual or social resistance towards the said views and will tokens


	Individual or group
	Use of physical or psychological violence
	Not specified

	France
	Article L421-1 of the Criminal Code (no distinction between the notions of an attack and a terrorist act)
	Seriously and intentionally disrupt law and order
	Individual or joint undertaking
	Intimidation or terror
	

	
	
	
	
	List of offences: 1. Deliberate attempts on people’s lives, deliberate attacks on people’s wellbeing, abduction and false imprisonment, as well as the hijacking of aircraft, ships and any other means of transport;

2. Theft, extortion, destruction and damage, as well as computer‑related crime;

3. Offences relating to combat groups and movements that have been disbanded;

4. The manufacture or possession of arms, lethal weapons and explosives, as defined in Article 3 of the Act of 19 June 1871 repealing the Act of 4 September 1870 on the manufacture of weapons of war;

- the production, sale, import or export of explosive substances, as defined in Article 6 of Act No. 70‑575 of 3 July 1970, amending the regulations applying to explosive powders and substances.



	
	
	
	
	

	Germany
	 Industry definition 

AVB (general conditions of insurance policies)

EXTREMUS AG (casualty & property insurance )
	Acts committed to achieve religious, ethical or ideological goals and intended or calculated to create a state of fear or terror in the population or in parts of the population and thus to exert influence on a government or on state institutions.
	 Persons or groups of persons
	 Not specified
	Goods only

	
	StGB (German criminal code) “Formation of terrorist organisations” appears in the definition of an offence (it is unlawful to form “an organisation the purpose of whose activities is to commit serious criminal offences ‑ including murder).


	To commit serious criminal offences ‑ including murder
	
	
	

	Italy
	ANIA (Italian Association of Insurance Companies)

Reference definition pertaining to the insurance and reinsurance sector, which means that insurance and reinsurance companies have agreed on this definition of terrorism risk. It does not therefore have any legal relevance and is not binding for undertakings. 


	Any action intentionally taken or even only threatened in order to frighten, to condition or to destabilise a country, its population or part of it
	One or more persons belonging to organised groups 
	Not specified
	Not specified

	Luxembourg
	The draft bill on the RC of motorised surface vehicles should bring in a definition of what constitutes a terrorist act.

No other positive definition
	Acts organised and perpetrated for ideological, political, economic or ethical reasons, with the intention of impressing a government and/or spreading fear amongst all or part of the population
	Individual or one or more groups of people acting on their own or on behalf of or in conjunction with one or more organisations
	Violent operation
	Not specified

	Netherlands
	Definition filed in the court ledgers in 1981 by a number of major insurers; the latter are not obliged to adopt this definition which, moreover, is being reconsidered and will probably be aligned on the definition set to be adopted by the major reinsurers in the wake of 11 September 2001
	Impress the population and create a climate of hostility
	An organisation
	Acts of violence
	Not specified

	Norway
	Report of the Task Force of the Norwegian Financial Services Association (17 December 2001); definition not yet widely introduced by Norway’s insurance industry 
	Influencing a political, religious or ideological body, or spreading fear
	Not specified
	Criminal and harmful act (e.g. an act of violence or the harmful dispersal of biological or chemical substances)
	Aimed at the public

	Singapore
	Definition for industrial risks: 

Definition for personal insurance (accident/travel,etc.):
	Acts committed for political purposes and designed to spread fear amongst all or part of the population.

Acts committed with the object of overthrowing or influencing a de jure or de facto government 
	Individuals or groups of individuals acting on behalf of or in connection with an organisation
	Use of violence
	Not specified

	Slovak Republic
	Insurance association definition
	To influence the government and/or plunge the population, or part of the population into a state of fear
	Any person or group of people acting alone or on behalf of or in connection with organisations or governments committed to political, religious, ideological or ethical purposes or reasons


	Any act including, but not limited to the use of force or violence, or the threat thereof 
	Human life, tangible and intangible property and infrastructure

	Spain
	Definition of the risks covered by the Consortium

(no prior government statement is needed in order to compensate for damage under this heading)
	Acts committed with the object of destabilising the established political order or generating fear and insecurity in the social environment in which they are perpetrated
	Not specified
	Act of violence
	People and goods

	
	Specific case of state terrorism

Criminal Code definition of terrorism (Section 2, Art. 571)
	Disrupt the Constitution or seriously undermine law and order
	Members of armed factions or people working for or in co‑operation with armed factions, organisations or groups whose aim is to disrupt the Constitution or seriously undermine law and order


	Acts of destruction or fires started deliberately
	Not specified

	Sweden
	No definition in the insurance regulations or any issued by the financial supervisory authority.  

Definitions given hereafter are collected from insurers by way of example.


	Illegitimately affect, damage or displace governments, other organs of state, associations of states or the public.

Some definitions require the aim or intend to be religious, political, ideological, social or ethnic. Such intend is however probably difficult   to prove or disprove.  It may be difficult to separate terrorism from civil war or the resistance against occupation or an invading state that falls under the Geneva Convention.
	Individuals, groups of individuals or organisations
	Acts of violence or threats or the creation of fear of such actions. 

Specific means or instruments can be mentioned explicitly in some definitions
	The public

	
	1st Example of definition 
	Acts that appear to be committed with the intention of influencing a political, religious or ideological body, or spreading fear
	Not specified
	Harmful criminal acts   E.g.: acts of violence or the dispersal of biological or chemical substances
	The public

	
	2nd Example of definition
	To influence the government and/or to put the public, or any section of the public in fear
	Any person or group(s) of persons acting alone or on behalf of or in connection with any  organisation(s) or government(s) committed for political, religious, ideological or similar purposes 


	Any act including, but not limited to the use of force or violence, and/or the threat thereof 
	Human life, tangible and intangible property and infrastructure

	Switzerland
	Definition of the insurance association
	In pursuit of political, religious, ethnic, ideological or similar purpose which may result in putting the public or any section of the public in fear or influencing any government or governmental organisation.
	
	Act or threat of violence. The definition shall not include civil unrest (act of violence against persons or property committed in the course of unlawful assembly, riot or civil commotion or associated looting)
	

	United Kingdom
	Definition of the Treasury 
	Acts intended to overthrowing or influencing any government de jure or de facto
	Any person acting on behalf of or in connection with any organisation with activities directed towards the overthrowing or influencing of any government de jure or de facto 
	Force of  violence 
	Not specified

	United States
	1748 Senate Bill

An act of terrorism is an act certified by the competent Secretaries of State, in occurrence with the United States Attorney General;

any certification or decision not to certify an act or event as an act of terrorism shall be final and may not be subject to judicial review;

acts or events committed in the course of a war declared by Congress, or losses resulting from acts or events which, in aggregate, do not exceed 

$5 000 000, shall not be certified as terrorist acts
	Part of an effort to coerce the civilian population of the United States, influence policy or affect the US government’s conduct by coercion
	Committed by one or more individuals acting on behalf of a foreign person or foreign interests
	Violent or dangerous act
	Endanger human life, property or infrastructure 

Result in damages within the United States, or outside the US in the case of an air carrier attack

	
	Federal legislation, as drafted by the sub‑committee of the Laws Committee (provided by the association of reinsurers)
	Intimidate or coerce the civilian population, disrupt any segment of the American economy or influence government policy through intimidation or coercion.

Affect the conduct of government
	Does not include the acts or threats described that are perpetrated by an official, employee or agent of a foreign State acting for or on behalf of that State
	Violent or dangerous act

Mass destruction, assassinations, kidnapping, hostage taking
	Endanger human life, tangible or intangible property or infrastructure

Cause damage to United States property or injure United States persons or threaten to do so

	United States cont.
	Insurance Service Organisation definition, drafted in co‑operation with the NAIC
	When one or both of the following applies:

(i) the effect is to intimidate or coerce a government or the civilian population or any segment thereof, or to disrupt any segment of the economy; or 

(ii) It appears that the intent is to intimidate or coerce a government, or the further political, ideological, religious, social or economic objectives or to express (or to express opposition to) a philosophy or ideology.
	Not specified
	Use or threat of force or violence; commission or threat of dangerous acts; commission or threat of an act interfering with or disrupting an electronic, communication, information or mechanical system
	Acts committed against persons, organisations and property of any nature


